Washington, D.C. Activities – In the Computer Lab

All students should complete Activities 1 and 2. If time remains, students should select another activity and continue working.

Activity 1

Complete a virtual field trip of the Washington, D.C. area using one the following website:

http://birdseye.octo.dc.gov/
http://ahp.gatech.edu/dc_map.html
Activity 2

Complete the Washington, D.C. Scavenger Hunt linked on our webpage.

Activity 3

Build a similar Scavenger Hunt covering at least five important tourist sites not included on the original Scavenger Hunt. Include at least two questions for each tourist site and provide the internet sites where answers can be found. Create an answer key for the scavenger hunt.  

Activity 4

Select one tourist site for Washington, D.C. that you find particularly interesting and to describe it in more depth, basing your descriptions on at least two sources. Include the sources with your paragraph(s).

Activity 5

Create a PowerPoint presentation advertising a student trip to Washington, D.C. Include the following information:

· Title Slide

· At least three reasons to visit the Washington, D.C. area

· List some interesting sites to see or activities to do

The PowerPoint presentation should have at least 5 slides and no more than 8 slides.

Other interesting websites . . .
http://www.exploredc.org/
http://congressforkids.net/cartoonintro.htm
http://ahp.gatech.edu/dc_map.html
Washington, D.C. Activities – In the Classroom

Activity 1

Read the article, “General History of Washington, D.C.”

Activity 2

Summarize the article using the following formats:

· Write a one paragraph summary with no more than five sentences.

· Write a one sentence summary that describes to a potential reader the type of information that can be found in the article.

· Draw a graphic organizer that depicts essential information about the article.

Activity 3

In pairs or small groups, design a memorial or monument to be submitted to Congress for construction in the Washington, D.C. area. The design should include:

· A written description of what or whom is being commemorated with the monument or memorial and why

· A visual representation (diagram, drawing, model, etc.) of the monument or memorial

· A written explanation of the symbolic meaning for 3-5 parts of the monument or memorial (why each element is included in the design)

Activity 4

Orally present the monument proposal to the class.

Activity 5

Work on the Cruise the News activity.

Activity 6

Create a tri-fold brochure that recruits middle school students to participate in a summer workshop to study the history of Washington, D.C. and its attractions.

Activity 7

Create a board game called Where in D.C. are You, Flat Rock Eagle. Design a game board, rules, and playing pieces. Include facts about Washington, D.C. or historical people associated with Washington, D.C.

Activity 8

Write a story using Washington, D.C. as the setting or a poem about a Washington, D.C. attraction using one of the sample formats.

Activity 9

Using the Washington, D.C. Census Data sheet, create a graph to compare information in one of the categories. Write a paragraph explaining the information.

Washington, D.C. Scavenger Hunt

1.      President John F. Kennedy was buried in this famous national cemetery. What is the name of this cemetery, in which state is it located and what famous architect designed it?  Which other famous Washington landmark did this same architect design? What is the name of the bridge that you need to cross over to reach the cemetery from Washington?

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=visitorsguide/profile&id=798081
2.    Who is the only twentieth century president to get a memorial built in his honor in Washington?  Find two other presidents who have memorials in this city.  Name one thing each one of these presidents is famous for.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=visitorsguide/profile&id=797891
3.    The Vietnam War was a very controversial war in America.  Describe the memorial erected to commemorate it.  Who designed it?  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=visitorsguide/profile&id=798075
4.   In what year did D.C. become the capital of the US and which city was capital before it?  Which river flows through the city and serves as the natural border between the District of Columbia and the state of Virginia?  What is the name of the other state which borders DC?

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/dc/
5.   A statue of Daniel Webster stands in the center of Scott Circle.  What positions did this man hold in the US government and what was he especially talented at?  From which state did he come from and what important newspaper did the man who erected this statue found?  The short story "The Devil and Daniel Webster" immortalized him.  What was it about and who wrote it?

http://www.kittytours.org/thatman2/search.asp?subject=56
6.   How many years did the construction of the Capitol take? What is the physical and symbolic heart of the Capitol and what two sections does it connect?  What statue sits on top of the dome of the Capitol and what is the national motto?

http://www.aoc.gov/cc/capitol/rotunda.htm
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/us.capitol/s0.html
7.   What is the street address of the White House?  In which section of the white house is the oval office situated?  What can almost always be found in the blue room?  What is the blue room generally used for? Where does the Vice President live during his tenure in office?

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/life/
8.    How many museums does the Smithsonian Institution have in Washington? List the names of at least three.  How much is the entrance fee?  How many days of the year are the museums open? Choose a museum to visit and take a virtual tour of its exhibits.

http://smithsonian.org/visit/
WASHINGTON, D. C. CENSUS DATA
SUBJECT
1990
2000

Total Population
606,900
572,059

Male
282,970
269,366

Female
323,930
302,693

 
 
 

AGE
 
 

Under 5 years
37,351
32,536

5 to 9 years
31,997
35,385

10 to 14 years
29,318
30,018

15 to 19 years
41,277
37,867

20 to 24 years
59,707
51,823

25 to 59 years
303,944
292,552

60 to 84 years
95,459
82,903

85 years and over
7,847
8,975

 
 
 

MEDIAN AGE
33.4
34.6

Under 18 years
117,092
114,992

Male
59,303
57,920

Female
57,789
57,072

 
 
 

URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE
 
 

Total population
606,900
572,059

Urban population
606,900
572,059

Rural population
0
0

Farm population
0
0

 
 
 

HOUSEHOLDS
 
 

Families (family households)
122,087
114,166

With own children under 18 years
49,440
49,104

Average family size
3.15
3.07

 
 
 

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME
 
 

Persons 5 years and over
570,284
539,658

Speak a language other than English
71,348
90,417

 
 
 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
 
 

Persons 3 years and older enrolled in school
151,248
157,475

Preprimary school
8,957
16,809

Elementary or high school
80,160
81,168

College or graduate school
62,131
59,498

 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
 
 

For Persons 25 years and over
 
 

Percent high school graduate or higher
73
78

Percent Bachelor's degree or higher
33
39

 
 
 
HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS
 
 

Total housing units
278,489
274,845

With no telephone service
10,529
6,284

General History of Washington, D.C.

Capital City of the United States of America, Municipal Corporation: February 21, 1871

http://www.shgresources.com/dc/history/
The District of Columbia—identical with the City of Washington—is the capital of the United States. It is located between Virginia and Maryland on the Potomac River. The district is named after Columbus.

When European settlers first visited the area that is now Washington D.C., Piscataway Native Americans lived in the area. During the late 1600s, many of the Native Americans moved west and white farmers and plantation owners settled the new colony of Virginia. In 1749, Alexandria was established as the first town in the area.

The United States of America won its independence in 1783, at the end of the Revolutionary War. Several different cities served as the national capital until the late 1700s. Congress then wished the nation's capital to be permanent. Disagreements rose as to which state it would be a part of. In 1790, Alexander Hamilton proposed a solution that established the new permanent capital on federal land rather than in a state. President George Washington, raised in the Potomac area, was chosen to pick the site. Both Maryland and Virginia gave up land along the Potomac River that became the District of Columbia, established in 1791.

DC history actually began in 1790 when the United States Constitution was adopted on September 15, 1787, Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17, included language authorizing the establishment of a federal district. This district was not to exceed 10 miles square, under the exclusive legislative authority of Congress. On July 16, 1790, Congress authorized President George Washington to choose a permanent site for the capital city and, on December 1, 1800, the capital was moved from Philadelphia to an area along the Potomac River. The census of 1800 showed that the new capital had a population of 14,103. Congress directed selection of a new capital site, 100 sq mi, along the Potomac. When the site was determined, it included 30.75 sq mi on the Virginia side of the river. In 1846, however, Congress returned that area to Virginia, leaving the 68.25 sq mi ceded by Maryland in 1788. The seat of government was transferred from Philadelphia to Washington on Dec. 1, 1800, and President John Adams became the first resident in the White House.

The city was planned and partly laid out by Maj. Pierre Charles L'Enfant, a French engineer. This work was perfected and completed by Maj. Andrew Ellicott and Benjamin Banneker, a freeborn black man who was an astronomer and mathematician. In 1814, during the War of 1812, a British force burned the capital including the White House.

District residents won the right to vote in a presidential election on March 29, 1961, to elect a board of education in 1968 and, in 1970, to elect a non-voting delegate to the House of Representatives. In 1973, Congress approved a bill that provided District residents with an elected form of government with limited home rule authority; as a result, District residents voted for a mayor and a council for the first time in more than 100 years. District residents accepted the home rule charter by referendum vote in 1974. Congress delegated to the District government the authority, functions and powers of a state, with a very important exception: Congress retains control over the District's revenue and expenditures by annually reviewing the entire District government budget. In addition, Congress has repeatedly prohibited the District from imposing a non-resident income tax.

There have been several forms of appointed and elected governments in the District of Columbia. Until Nov. 3, 1967, the District of Columbia was administered by three commissioners: an appointed, three-member commission (1790-1802); elected councils and an appointed mayor (1802-1820); elected councils and an elected mayor (1820-1871); an appointed governor, a two-house legislature (one appointed and the other elected), and an elected , non-voting delegate to the Congress (1871-1874); and another appointed, three-member commission (1874-1967). Following the defeat by Congress of a home rule effort in 1967, then-President Lyndon B. Johnson reorganized the District government and created the positions of an appointed mayor/commissioner and an appointed nine-member council.

On that day, a government consisting of a mayor-commissioner and a 9-member council, all appointed by the president with the approval of the Senate, took office. On May 7, 1974, the citizens of the District of Columbia approved a Home Rule Charter, giving them an elected mayor and 13-member council—their first elected municipal government in more than a century. The district also has one nonvoting member in the House of Representatives and an elected Board of Education.

On Aug. 22, 1978, Congress passed a proposed constitutional amendment to give Washington, DC, voting representation in the Congress. The amendment had to be ratified by at least 38 state legislatures within seven years to become effective. It died in 1985. A petition asking for the district's admission to the Union as the 51st state was filed in Congress on Sept. 9, 1983, and new statehood bills were introduced in 1993. The district is continuing this drive for statehood.

The District of Columbia Bicentennial Commission was established to develop plans for the celebration of various anniversary dates in District of Columbia history. The commission is comprised of 39 members with a specified number of commissioners appointed by the mayor, the chairman of the D.C. Council, council members, the District delegate to the House of Representatives, the courts, and the District of Columbia Bar. Among the events celebrated are the 200th anniversary of the Residency Act, which established that there shall be a permanent seat of government on the Potomac River (July 16, 1990); the 200th anniversary of President George Washington's proclamation of the site for the federal district (January 24, 1991); and the 200th anniversary of the arrival of Pierre L'Enfant, Benjamin Banneker and Andrew Ellicott. The commission may designate other bicentennial events for celebration.

As the federal government continues to grow steadily, so does the population of Washington. The city's population reached a peak of 800,000 in 1950 and then declined as the suburb population began to increase dramatically. Between 1950 and 1980, the metropolitan area grew faster than that of any other large city, increasing from 1.5 million to more than 3 million.

The federal government and tourism are the mainstays of the city's economy, and many unions, business, professional, and nonprofit organizations are headquartered there. Among the city's many educational institutions are the Catholic University of America, Georgetown University, Howard University, and Gallaudet University. Cultural attractions include the National Gallery of Art, the Smithsonian Institution, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and the Folger Shakespeare Library.

In 1963, Washingtonians were given the right to vote for the President of the United States. In 1970, they were given the right to elect a representative to Congress. Finally, in 1973 Congress gave Washingtonians the right to elect local officials for the first time in 100 years. Recently, some residents have wanted to make the District of Columbia the 51st state. However, Congress denied the request. In 1997, Congress appointed a control board to oversee efforts in solving growing city problems such as street repair and school expansion.

On Sept. 11, 2001, terrorists attacked the United States. It began that morning, as two hijacked airplanes crashed into the World Trade Center Towers in New York. Later that morning, at 9:45 a.m. hijacked American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon. The capital was placed on emergency alert. Congressional leaders were taken away in hiding, all federal offices, national monuments, and streets were cleared of people. This event began a war on terrorism within the United States and the world, that continues today.

Source - Office of Public Records
Cruise the News
Here are the rules:     

1. Treat your newspaper kindly.     

2. Leave all your books in your desk.     

3. Work cooperatively in your group.     

4. Complete one activity and then go on to the next one.

Here are the directions:     

1. Read your newspaper until the timer rings.  You may choose anything you want to read.  Then share something you read with your partner.     

2. Choose, as a group, one story from your newspaper that includes Washington, D.C. as part of the story.  Read the story together.  Find the main idea of the story.  Write it down. Find four details in the story.  Write them down.  Be ready to explain the story to the class.      

3. Find a local (Georgia) story that may interest people in Washington, D.C. Summarize the article (3-5 sentences) and explain why someone in Washington, D.C. might find it interesting.

4. Find the weather page.  What was the temperature in Washington, D.C. yesterday?  What is the weather forecast for Washington, D.C. today?     

Design a masthead for a school newspaper.

Poetry Formats

Use any of the formats below (or create your own) to create poems related to Washington, D.C.


Cinquain (variation)

Line 1 – one word (a noun)

Line 2 – two adjectives describing line 1

Line 3 – three verbs related to line 1

Line 4 – a four-word phrase about line 1

Line 5 – a noun (synonym for line 1)


Diamante
Line 1 – topic noun

Line 2 – two adjectives describing topic noun

Line 3 – three verbs or action words (all ending in ing or ed) 

Line 4 – a four-word phrase showing feelings about the topic

Line 5 – three action words as in line 3

Line 6 – 2 adjectives as in line 2

Line 7 ending noun (a synonym for the topic noun)


Acrostic Poem
Write the topic noun or title vertically. Use each letter to begin a phrase that tells about the topic.

Quatrain

Four-line stanza may be written in various rhyme patterns, and groups of quatrains may be combined for longer poems about the same topic

Rhyme Pattern:
First Snow

a
Snow makes whiteness where it falls.


a
The bushes look like popcorn-balls.


b
And places where I always play


b
Look like somewhere else today.

Rhyme Pattern:
Eco Right

a
Wormy apples at the grocery,


b
Used to make consumers panic,


c
Now they sell at twice the price,


b
‘Cause wormy apples are organic.

Just For Fun – Washington D.C. Trivia

Places Rated Almanac (2000) ranks DC the second-best overall place to live in the U.S. behind Salt Lake City.
Gallaudet University began the tradition of the football huddle in the 1890s, in order to conceal their signed plays from the opposing team. 
More than 100 nations have embassies in Washington, DC.
Washington, DC is home to 4,000 psychiatrists.
The Washington Monument is 555 feet, 5 1/8 inches tall.
55 percent of Americans believe that DC residents have a vote in Congress.
Men's Fitness magazine rates DC the fourth fittest city in the U.S.
Washington, DC's U Street neighborhood was once known as "Black Broadway" and was where Duke Ellington grew up.
FamilyFun magazine voted DC the best city destination for family travel in the United States.
The Temperance Fountain (located at 7th and Pennsylvania Ave., NW) was built to provide an alternative to alcohol by a prohibitionist dentist in 1880.
Washington, DC residents consume more wine per capita than residents of any U.S. state.
The National Gallery of Art is home to the only Leonardo da Vinci painting in North America.
Past presidential pets have included: macaws (Dolley Madison, Teddy Roosevelt), a raccoon (Grace Coolidge), and a dairy cow named Pauline (Taft).
The first official White House Christmas Tree was decorated by Benjamin Harrison and family, defying Puritan traditions.
Abraham Lincoln is related through his mother to Tom Hanks and Mrs. Bill Cosby and through his father to Elvis Presley.
The National Museum of Health and Medicine displays the bullet that killed Lincoln. The museum at Ford's Theater has the gun. The hat that Lincoln was wearing is on display at the National Museum of American History.
Across from Ford's Theater, outside the Petersen House (where Lincoln died), stands the "gum tree"-decorated with wads of gum deposited by kids who aren't allowed to chew inside the building.
Lincoln had a secretary named Kennedy who warned him to cancel his evening at the theater; Kennedy had a secretary named Lincoln who encouraged him to skip his trip to Dallas.
The word "lobbyist" originates from President Grant's disdain for the interest groups who loitered in the Willard Hotel's lavish lobby.
The National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception's Chapel of Our Lady of Hope is endowed by Bob Hope.
The original name of Washington, DC was "Federal City."
The Pentagon has 17 1⁄2 miles of corridors.
There is no "J" Street in Washington, DC.
Helen Keller and President Woodrow Wilson are buried at Washington National Cathedral.
Movies such as A Few Good Men, An American President, Forrest Gump, Contact, Wag the Dog, and Thirteen Days all filmed in Washington, DC.

Source: http://www.washington.org/index.cfm?blnNavView=True&idContentType=554&idCurrentPage=29&CFID=14804915&CFTOKEN=50829564
Virtual Tour of Washington, D.C.

Visit at least 6 monuments, memorials, museums, buildings, or areas on the virtual tour of Washington, D.C. Write down two important facts about each site and one reason why you would like (or not like) to see that site.

	Site
	Fact #1
	Fact #2
	Why would you like (or not like) to see this site?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Washington, D.C.

Everyone in the seventh grade will either visit Washington, D. C. in person or through virtual field trip via the internet. In preparation for the trip, you are watching a movie entitled Mr. Dreyfuss Goes to Washington. 

While watching the movie, complete the sheet below. Select four sites that seem interesting to you. Write down one fact about the site and one other question you could explore while on your field trip (real or virtual).

	Site
	Fact
	Wonder?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Friend


Pleasant, happy


Loving, helping, smiling


Eagerly sharing a life


Pal





Dessert


Rich, mellow


Baking, cooling, smelling


Creating a warm feeling


Sharing, cutting, eating


Delicious, yellow


Cheesecake





Doesn’t like mornings


Always sleeps late�Wanting to ignore the sun


Never to rise before noon.





loneliness


is


a


very


n


a


r


r


o


w


pathway


that


,must 


be


walked


single


file








Concrete Poem


Looks like what it is about; words are arranged to give the reader a picture as well as words.














